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to several Englishmen here about the apparently harsh rule which excludes these able and prosperous gentlemen from the English clubs, and they assure me that it is by no means all race prejudice. If a man thinks you unfit to associate with his women-kind, and if he lives half his life in a milieu from which he claims rigidly to exclude you, then, according to the English standard, he is not clubbable. There may be friendly intercourse on common ground, but there cannot be the frank camaraderie which one member of a club expects from another. Better, it is argued, that each should keep to his own preserve and avoid experiments which, on the delicate ground of native custom and prejudice, might well be disastrous. This is the European case, and I have heard it frequently repeated in India, but it strikes one as rather the " official explanation" than the whole truth about the matter* For it does in a measure take